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Annual meeting
Central Electric Power Association will hold its 87th annual 

membership meeting on March 19, 2024, at the Carthage 
Coliseum on Hwy 16 East in Carthage. 

As pursuant to Central Electric Power Association’s bylaws 
and to provide each Central Electric member an opportunity to 
vote in a director election, the official ballot and proxy will be 
mailed to all Central Electric members the week of Feb. 19, 2024. 

Enclosed will be an information sheet with “how-to-vote” 
details along with a self-addressed, postage-paid envelope for 
members to return their ballot or proxy. Your official ballot 

must be received via mail no later than March 19, 2024. The 
election results will be published in the Today in Mississippi 
magazine and the Association’s website.

In accordance with the laws of Mississippi and the bylaws  
of the association, members will elect three directors for three-
year terms: one director from Neshoba County, one director 
from Rankin County, and one director from Scott County.

Mark your calendars for March 19, and we’ll see you at the 
annual meeting! 

set for March 19
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 More than 22 million Americans live in manufactured homes, 
according to the National Association of State Energy Officials. 
Manufactured homes represent 15% of housing in rural areas, and only 
3% in urban areas.
 Knowing how manufactured homes are built helps us understand 
where we can seal in savings around the house. These homes are 
constructed in factories and then transported and set up on-site. 
Construction in a factory reduces costs, making manufactured homes 
an affordable option. That lower price point can come, in part, from the 
use of less expensive equipment and fewer materials, such as lower-
efficiency heating equipment or less insulation.
 If you are considering buying a manufactured home, ENERGY 
STAR®-certified manufactured homes are 30% more energy efficient 
than standard models, with a variety of options that increase the 
home’s energy efficiency. 
 If you already live in a manufactured home, you likely know that 
manufactured homes are constructed in sections. One section is a 
single wide home, two are combined to make a double wide home, and 
three make a triple wide home. 
 In my experience, the biggest issues were in the duct systems, which 
deliver heating and cooling throughout the homes. The ductwork is 
typically located in the cavity between the floor and the transport 
barrier, which protects the underside of the manufactured home while 
it is transported from the factory to the site. Typically, one long duct 
runs the length of each section of the home, with the registers or vents 
cut into it. 
 The first step is making sure all registers are accessible, open, and 
not covered by furniture, rugs, dog beds, or anything else. 
Next, check your ductwork by removing the registers and looking 
inside. Anything inside the duct will restrict airflow, so check that it is 
free and clear. Use a mirror and flashlight to look into the duct or take a 
picture by sticking a camera or phone inside and snapping some shots 
with flash in each direction. I’ve pulled all kinds of things out of ducts 
over the years, from garbage to toys to shoes. 
 If you have a double wide or triple wide, you will likely have a 
crossover duct, which joins the ducts in each section. The crossover 

duct is typically a large flexible duct with an inner liner, insulation, 
and an outer cover to protect the insulation. Damaged or disconnected 
crossover ducts allow the air you pay to heat escape under the home. 
Often, damage is done by animals chewing or scratching to get inside 
the warm area. An inspection of the crossover duct requires crawling 
under the home. That’s a dirty job and often a tight spot, so you might 
choose to hire a professional. 
 Another place to check is the joint joining the sections of a double 
wide or triple wide together. This is often covered by trim when the 
home is placed. You can caulk around the trim or remove it and caulk 
underneath to reduce air leakage. 
 Weatherstripping doors and windows to make sure they seal tightly 
will also reduce drafts and save energy. Some homes can benefit from 
additional insulation in the attic or under the floor. Those projects 
typically require specialized equipment or help from a professional. 

Miranda Boutelle is the chief operating officer at Efficiency Services Group 
in Oregon. 

I live in a manufactured 
home. How can I keep 
the inside temperature 
more comfortable and 
save on energy bills?

There are several tasks you can complete to improve comfort 
and use less energy in your manufactured home. I started my 
career in energy efficiency as a weatherization technician in 
Wisconsin. In this role, I helped people in manufactured homes 
by air sealing, duct sealing, adding insulation and installing 
new windows, showerheads, faucet aerators, and lightbulbs. 

by Miranda Boutelle
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Damaged or disconnected ducts allow the air you pay to heat escape under the home.

When outdoor temperatures drop, our electricity use 
increases. That’s because we’re doing more activities inside, 
and our heating systems are running longer and more often 
to counteract colder outdoor temperatures. Factor in that we 
all tend to use electricity at the same times — in the morning 
and early evenings — and that equals a lot of strain on our 
electric grid.

by Maura Giles

 At Central EPA, we work closely with our local generation and 
transmission (G&T) cooperative in resource and infrastructure planning 
to ensure you have the power you need whenever you flip a switch, but 
the electric grid is much larger than your local co-op and G&T.  
 In winter months, when even more electricity is being used 
simultaneously across the country, it is possible for electricity demand 
to exceed supply, especially if an unexpected event like a sudden snow 
or ice storm or equipment malfunction occurs. If this happens, which 
is rare, the grid operator for our region of the country may call for 
rolling power outages to relieve pressure on the grid, and Central EPA 
will inform you about the situation.  
 Central EPA and our G&T take proactive steps to create a resilient 
portion of the grid and ensure electric reliability in extreme weather, 
including regular system maintenance, grid modernization efforts, and 
disaster response planning; but it takes everyone to keep the grid reliable.  
 As we face the challenges posed by winter weather, understanding 
its impact on energy demand is crucial for maintaining a reliable 
power supply. By adopting energy conservation practices during 
periods of extreme cold, not only can you save money on your electric 
bills, but you can also each contribute to the resilience of the power 
grid, keeping our local community warm and connected.

Maura Giles writes on consumer and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association.

To help keep the heat on for you, your family 
and neighbors, here are a few things you can do to 
relieve pressure on the grid (and save a little money 
along the way):

• Select the lowest comfortable thermostat setting and turn 
it down several degrees whenever possible. Your heating 
system must run longer to make up the difference between the 
thermostat temp and the outdoor temp. 
PRO TIP: Seal air leaks around windows and exterior doors 
with caulk and weatherstripping. Air leaks and drafts force your 
heating system to work harder than necessary. 

• Stagger your use of major appliances such as dishwashers, 
ovens, and dryers. 
PRO TIP: Start the dishwasher before you go to bed and use 
smaller countertop appliances like slow cookers and air fryers to 
save energy. 

• Ensure that your heating system is optimized for efficiency with 
regular maintenance and proper insulation. 
PRO TIP: Make sure your furnace filter isn’t clogged and dirty. 
Replace it as needed.

• When possible, use cold water to reduce water heating costs.  
PRO TIP: Setting your water heater thermostat to 120 degrees 
can help you save energy and reduce mineral buildup and 
corrosion in your water heater and pipes. 

• Unplug devices when not in use to eliminate unnecessary 
energy use. Even when turned off, electronics in standby mode 
consume energy.  
PRO TIP: Plug devices into a power strip so you can turn them 
all off at once with the push of a button.
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